
INVADE IT! 
INVADE IT! Is a way to learn about invasive species. You may need to 

turn the pages around and upside down 

to find everything! 

What you’ll need: 

• This document printed out 

• Internet access (to watch the Cane Toad 

video & to look up info)   

• Pen or pencil 

• Scissors 

• Glue or tape 

 HOP TO IT!!!! 

1. Watch this video about voracious CANE TOADS: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuX5vgH-Rdo 

2. Turn to the next page and begin! 

Parents and Teachers: INVADE IT! is designed so that kids in grades 3-5 can complete it on their 

own, but they might need a little help! It can also be used as an in-class lesson. Feel free to copy and share 

it. INVADE IT addresses the following components of Next Generation Science Standards: 

• 3-LS1-1.Develop models to describe that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles but all have in common birth, growth, reproduc-

tion, and death. 

• 4-LS1-1.Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that function to support survival, growth, 

behavior, and reproduction. 



1. Circle all the choices below that are true about INVASIVE SPECIES: 

a. can be a plant or animal  

b. is from another place, such as another continent 

c. is always an insect 

d. causes problems to people or the environment 

2. List any invasive species that you’ve ever heard of: 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are some ways that people, states, or other groups try to slow the spread of 

invasive species? 

 

 

 

 

4. Name the four main life stages of the Spongy Moth 

 

 

 

5. Name any INVASIVE INSECT SPECIES that are in  Kentucky, or may come soon 

 

 

 

6. Do you think invasive species are a problem in Kentucky (yes or no)? 

7. Do you think that regular citizens can do anything to help slow the spread of invasive 

species in Kentucky (yes or no)? 

Before completing the INVADE IT package, fill out this survey to let us know how you stand with invasive species 

knowledge and opinions. AGENTS/EDUCATORS: please send copies of any pre- and post-surveys to blaken@uky.edu 

INVADE IT: Pre-Survey 
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1. Circle all the choices below that are true about INVASIVE SPECIES: 

a. can be a plant or animal  

b. is from another place, such as another continent 

c. is always an insect 

d. causes problems to people or the environment 

2. List any invasive species that you’ve ever heard of: 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are some ways that people, states, or other groups try to slow the spread of 

invasive species? 

 

 

 

 

4. Name the four main life stages of the Spongy Moth 

 

 

 

5. Name any INVASIVE INSECT SPECIES that are in  Kentucky, or may come soon 

 

 

 

6. Do you think invasive species are a problem in Kentucky (yes or no)? 

7. Do you think that regular citizens can do anything to help slow the spread of invasive 

species in Kentucky (yes or no)? 

INVADE IT: Post-Survey 
Before completing the INVADE IT package, fill out this survey to let us know how you stand with invasive species 

knowledge and opinions. AGENTS/EDUCATORS: please send copies of any pre- and post-surveys to blaken@uky.edu 



1. PICK A PEST! Pick one of the invasive pests that currently 

threaten Kentucky, like the Asian Longhorned Beetle, Imported 

Fire Ant, Spongy Moth, or Spotted Lanternfly, or pick another 

invasive pest that you are interested in.  

NAME OF INVASIVE SPECIES: 

______________________________________ 

2. Think of a way to teach people about your pest. You might try a 

live presentation with an audience, social media (like a 

Facebook post, a YouTube video, a TikTok, or a website), a 

poster, or even a work of art. Be creative!  

TYPE OF PRESENTATION: 

__________________________________________ 

3. Learn about your pest. Some of the information that you need 

is in this book, but you may want to learn more. Wikipedia has 

accurate information about all of these creatures. And check 

the “Hot Topics” section of UnluckyforKentucky.com to learn how 

these creatures threaten Kentucky. 

 

 

One of the best ways to SLOW THE SPREAD is to SPREAD THE WORD! You can share what you’ve learned about 

invasive species with other people, like at your school or in your neighborhood.  Use this sheet to plan an  

INFORMATION INVASION of your own! (Maybe this can be part of another project that you already have to do for 

school, like a poster or a presentation) 

INFORMATION INVASION! 

Continued…. 



4. What do people need to know about your pest? Make an OUTLINE to 

plan your presentation using these questions as a guide: 
How did it get to the United States? Is it in Kentucky yet? 

 

 

 

What does it look like? 

 

 

 

What is its life cycle? 

 

 

 

What harm does it cause to people, animals, or plants? 

 

 

 

What adaptations helps it INVADE new places, and how does it spread to new places? 

 

 

 

What is being done to stop it? 

 

 

 

What can regular people do to help slow the spread of this species? 

 

 

 

(Be sure to share our ReportAPest@uky.edu email, where people can send their photos of 

suspected invasive insects!) 

 

5. Share your information with the world! And let us 

know what you did by sending us a message at 

“Kentucky Office of the State Entomologist” on 

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/KyStateEnt).  
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